PINEHART-UANTZ HOUSE

172 West Main Street

The Pinehart-Wantz House, as close to a 5-hav cube as it exists
in the Cityv, looks north onto West Main Street about halfway between !Iniontown
Poad and Push Alley. The areat red-brick-with-white-trim pile rests on lov
coursed fieldstone foundations. This sunerlative nile was built in 1862 hyv
“i11iam 6. Pinehart, a areat Galsworthy-like Man of Proverty. Pinehart, with
later additions hv his son-in-law and grandson, created one of the finest
buildings in this nart of the state-on the exterior, hv means of thick rollina
bracket cornices and other trim and bv the chromatic internlav hetween the
trims' whiteness and the deen Tuscan red of the brick, on the interior, by
the hroad rinnlina molding which surrounds the doors and hv the unequaled
collection of French Second Empire furnishinas, and in snirit, hy the easy
eleaance and aood-natured arace that emanate from the huildina. A11 this is
true desnite manv alterations in Rinehart's oriainal home: the exquisite
wooden fence that senarated the buildina from the street has been removed
as has the Corinthian-columned entrance norch (the latter beino renlaced hv
a hehemoth verandah). Also missina todav are the oriainal outbuildings -
a hank harn, which has been renlaced by a kh-car caraae, and the outhouses
and other necessaries that would accomnanv a building of this size in the
late-Yictorian era, alora with the requisite cardens. Still, hv anv standard,
the Pinehart-“antz House is a landmark ir “Yestminster, if not in the area;
desnite these several alterations that economics have wrouaht on the house's
fahric and on the former denendencies, the house is still ahle to nresent
an unrivaled atmosnhere of late-Yictorian affluence, an atmosphere that is
not hurt by the sense of continuity of the house, as it has alwavs been owned
and lived in by the same familv.
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The Pinehart-t'antz House, as close to a 5-bay cube as exists
in the City, looks north onto Yest !'ain Street about halfway hetween
Uniontown Poad and Rush Alley in Yestminster. The areat nile rests on
low coursed fieldstone foundations.

Although it does verv nearlv create a cube, the buildina micht
convenientlv be divided into two sections: a front five-bav-bv-two-bay
gabled-roofed section, and a rear shed-roofed section. The nrincinal
north facade of the gable-roofed section is five bays wide on each of
its full three floors. The entrance door is the central around floor bav.
It is recessed about two feet, and consists of a central frosted and etched
nanel above an enriched base. Gold-colored stained qlass sideliahts flank
the door, and a similar nrattern is found in the broad rectanoular transom
vhich tons the door. These lights, the door itself, and the ornate cast
brass hardware are all oriainal. The entire ensemble is enframed by rinpling
molded vioodwork (resemblina heavy linenfold). This door is the base of a
central axis vhich is dominant all the way un this facade; it is furthered
on the second floor hv a set of French Noors, which rest between dark
louvered shutters and a fine, denticulated, two-nart, bracketed entablatur
on the third floor hv a window with an excessivelv elaborate lintel (which
will be discussed later) and above bv a tvnical (but mere ornate) Victorian
gothic agable in the roof, vhich contains, in its center, a round quatrefoil
attic window. Mn ejther side of this axis are two double-hung sash vindows
on each of its three full floors. Those of the first and second floors are
identical (six over six nanes, “hite wooden sills, dar% areen louverad
shutters, and the same two-nart denticulated entahblature as exists on the
second floor French Noors). Those on the third floor are similar in size.
and, heina on the third floor, =will be less decorated: this diminuation of
decoration is achieved -v havina onlv flat, vooden, white-nainted lintels.
Flat lintels, that is, excent for the central “av which has a lintel that
is a small scale version of the roof of this side: flat, broken bv a central
agable, and heavily bracketed. The true crown of the facade consists of a
white, molded, wood, tio-nart, denticulated entablature that is over two
feat tall and three feet thick. Pairs of extremelv elahborate scroll
hrackets alternate with the windows (excent of course, within the aatle
where they are recularly nlaced). This facade is unchanaed from its
original aprearance “ut for the around floor ~orch. "riginallv, the norch
vtas small, measurina about 17" x 17', and extended onlv akout the entrance
daoor, with a flat roof and a delicatelv-railed halconv which one aot to
by means of the second-story French Doors. The balconv railina was
reneated around the house and was strung hetween clusters of hracketed
corinthian columns. In the 1927's, wowever, this norch began rotting, and
the nresent norch was built. It is much deerer than the oriainal and
extends far to the east and west walls of the main bulk of the house and
can be thought of either as enwranoina the around floor, or as serving as
a tray to serve un the rest of the building. Several thick brick posts

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

By any standard, the Pinehart-Wantz House is a Tandmark in
Westminster, if not in the area. Despite the several alterations that
have heen made to the house's fabric and to the once surrounding
deoendencies and outbuildings, the house is still able to nresent an
unrivaled atmosphere of late-Victorian affluence. Its nearest rival,

a centurv ago, would have been "Terrace Hill", built only a few hundred
feet awav, but that house has long since been adanted to collegiate

needs and has lost much of its oriainal arand atmosphere. Continuity,

on the other hand, has prevailed at 17° West "ain Street:; the nresent
ovmer, who was born in the house, is a arandson of the house's huilder.
Thus, while other great houses of that era ("Terrace Hill", the Fisher-
Smith-Fletcher House, the Peifsnider-Pobrecht House) have, due to
economics, lost much of their former arandness and present onlv a hint
of their alories, the Rinehart-“antz House is not only the hest remaining
example in the area of 186N's high style, it also nresents a fine examnle
of continuity of use, and of adaptation to current needs without sacri-
ficing nast arandeur. The interior woodwork of the Pinehart-Wantz House
cannot he matched in the City and, although "Terrace Hi11" in its hev-
day might have had finer exterior trim, perhans onlv the Fisher-Smith-
Fletcher House can match the brackets, the window trim, and the porch
todav. Several people, including the present owner's sister, have
expressed reservations about the present porch, but it unquestionablv
increases the sensation of volume about the house, which would have
doubtless been a concern of its orininal builder, Yilliam . Pinehart.

Rinehart bought the 429* x 1198' parcel from Emanuel fernaund
on May 24, 1863 for $S870 (Carroll County Deed Book 35, Paae 292). Pinehart,
who had a larage farm in Carroll Countv had intended to sell bricks to
lestern Marvland Colleae, which was oraanizinc itself at this time, hut,
when thev could not nav for them, he decided to build a townhouse for him-
self, which he certainlv did. Pinehart died on August 29, 1974 (after
havina built and owned several buildinas and lots in this West End of
Westminster) when his widow inherited by Will 9/364. Yhen his widow,
Caroline Pinehart, died on Julv 30, 1916 their daughter, Carrie G. P.
Wantz, 'ife of James Pearre Yantz, Senior, inherited bv W11 17/5n. Mprs.
Hantz's father-in-law, Charles V. Wantz, had huilt a larae house at 1M
East "ain Street as well as the Yantz Ruildinos. Straw deeds dated June

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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sunnort the flat roof of the norch and its eaually thick, full, but nlain,
entablature. Curiously, delicate brackets, set in naris, are nlaced in
the center of each nost, and similar brackets, nlaced vernendicularly
mark the antrance.

The vest facade of the main section is »1ind excent for a
quatrefoil window in the attic located in the center of the acable. The gable
continues the heavv cornice, as do all sides of the house. The east front
of the main section is two bays wide and oriainallyv consisted of & (two ner
floor) A/F windows. Four of these originals still exist, hut the southern
windows on the ground and second stories have heen altered and are now a
7-storv three-sided, flat-roofed, white, wooden, bhav window with two 1/1
windows ner floor to the east and one each to the north and south of the
floor. The shed-roofed extension consists of two /% windows on the third
and second stories; similar windows oriainallv existed on the ground floor
but have heen altered into 1f-1ight casement windows to 1ight the kitchen.
The south facade of the shed-roofed extension oriainally had a two-storv,
slightlv-nitched, shed-roofed norch and a third-story door leadina to third-
story 1iving aquarters. Present owners, due aaain to lahor economic reasons
removed the door and the staircase leading to it, but have retained the
norch and the two doors (one per floor) which lead to it. The norch is simoly
railed on the second floor. 2n the around floor, there is an eastern half-
wood, half-alass door which leads from the kitchen to the newlv screened-in
ground-storv porch. The door has been nlaced in this location bv the nresent
owners so that the elaboratelyv landscaned rear aarden can be seen while walkina
from the dinina room to the kitchen. Most houses in this area, of this time,
had side norches, and this nile no excention. However, it has now heen
almost entirelv enclosed to nrovide hathrooms (oriainallv the house had none,
onlv a svstem of outhouses), excent on the around floor where a door still
leads to the kitchen. The south facade of the qable-roofed section consists
of two f/F windows ner floor, all reaularlv snaced and treated similarly
to those on the north facade.

In nlan, the house consists of tynical central hall, double parlor
arrangement on each floor, excent that there are two double narlors ner floor.
(However on the ground floor the western double narlor is, and was, one room
deen consisting of a verv formal narlor). As could bhe exnected, interior
woodwork is ornate: newel nosts and riser decorations, and halusters are
all richly carved and turned, and around-storv doors are enframed by the same
two-foot wide, ripnling, white, molded wood that is found about the entrance
door. Most of the house's furniture is oriainal, and nearlv all that is not
consists of French contemnoraneous (Second Emnire) family nieces. Several
pieces, includina some of the most elaborate in the main parlor (floor to
ceiling gilded mirrors, marble statuarv, etc.), came from the Charles YV, Wantz
House at 111 East Main Street (qg.v.)

Althouah the house originally had several "firenlaces," thev were
not intended to he the scene of hlazing fires, rather thevy held Latrobe
stoves whose nipes ran un the sides of the hufldina to the chimnevs ahove:
two on each of the agable ends of the Main section flush with the wall nlaced
about 1' from the roof's ridge. The nresent owners have removed the stoves
and have made the firenlaces workina.
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When built, in 12F2, the house was roofed hv chestnut shinales,
These still exist hut have heen covered over {c. 1°"M) hv 3 tin roof. The
small estate also originally resembled somethina of a surburban villa.
The arounds, consistina of about % acre, contained extensive orchards and
veaetable aardens, a large bank barn, chicken houses, and servants' auarters
This last, consisting of a sinale nile 3-bav-hv-?-hav, two-storv, clanboard,
qable-roofed huildina, still exists. However, all tke rest, includino the
outhouses, jce houses, carriage shons, etc., have heen removed - the barn

vieldina to a 5 car garage, and the nroduce nroducina nlants now consistina

of a counle of bartlett pear trees, and a arane arbor.
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74, 1035, nlaced title in hoth "r. % "'rs. Yantz (1£?/211 and 152/311),
*rs. lantz died and bhv straw deeds dated “uaust ?, 17492, title wvas

divided among Yantz, and his children, faroline P. Tavlor and James Pearre
Wantz, Jr. (1007184, 100/1%€), then Pearre Wantz, Sr. died, the Tand was
vested in his children, Caroline and Pearre, Jr., and eventuallv title
vested in nrresent owner bv deed dated August 1, 1757,

1t was noted that Pinehart Huilt manv houses i n this area, one
of his finest was a house built for his dauahter and son-in-law, on the
Md Schoolhouse lot (see form for 127 Yest '"ain Street). The nresent owner,
whn, as noted, vas born in this house, has heen, like other lantz's, at
the center of “Yestminster's business world, having been head of the area's
oldest bant, the !Inion Mational Rank, for several vears before his recent re-
tirement. 'antz has a treasury of local stories, one micht bhear repeatina,
In his vouth, when monev was tiaht and when livestock in the Citv was
nlentiful, there was an abundance of flies. To heln ease the situation,
the Fitv offered a hountv of 15¢ ner quart of dead flies, nlus a nass to
the local movie theater. Uantz and his friends in the area would set out
to catch flies (besides the horses and sheen kent bv the Wantzs, neiadhbors
kept hoas and practicallv evervone kent chickens) and usuallv secured several
score nuarts of flies ner week, which would be caucht live and killed by
being baked in the Pinehart-tantz kitchen stove. The relish with which lantz
tells this storv illustrates several noints about the house: it is a house
built and maintained by financiers, but, nrobablv at least as immortant,
it represents the easv eleaance that exudes from the house. Yantz, who, has
Tived here all his 1ife, finds "nothing snecial ahout the nlace”, dismissina
its qilt and marble while takina areat nleasure in his model trains and
Christmas village, and in the baroquely-carved nool tahle that originally
araced the “Yantz Ruildina's tobacco store. (‘Yantz feels that the nool tahle
nrobablv was an inducement to local vouths to come in and loiter, while there,
to ourchase ciaars.) It is this comnletelv relaxed air ahout the house (for
the house's 1"Nth anniversarv, “antz made and decorated a cake in the shane
of the house) that aives it its unequaled arace, a arace that comhines with
the also unequaled detailina fauatrefoil attic windovs, immense hrackets, the
third-floor, central window's roof line - echoina 1intel) which combine to
make the house an invaluable asset to the communitv.






CARR- 4sp
RIPERART- s AT, Wi
17w Wem .

|







.; - (ARL -yy52=2

Lw\»w" s Axat s
v D ). Ma et
0, Niase Do

| -



S -

g Qune
71 - qh O HALFTONE s
& S MMera O DUOTONE SR QSIDGTRUCTJQNS




CARR -5
—
| 12y
ackhe b Vald )
[+ £ ‘\
'*'JA‘J' L = I"“'H SJ?L
o4
i
|













(- X5t
Nq L. M

e iTmvITAR
4 )/uur}{ <.iggo
plwh' 3. Weda, Je.
Clvak. Sf’)’)




9?00%

b



'- CARR- 4
A e MZ

m “7g 4 ' P2 o
P. gqs—’ T W (il }L

C AKX XV i\
Rinelagh - Sanh T
T |

pf;¢}1|*ah~} b-ul‘}‘ s







0ARL-L15 2

Ceec v




